Match Play Tournaments – Proper Score Posting

What score do I post when I play in a Match Play Tournament?

Scores for the WCMGC match play tournaments should be posted, and should be posted as “T” scores.  The USGA Handicap System Manual (which the NCGA follows) provides the following guidelines:

The game of golf is based on the premise that a golfer will play as well as he can.  Under the USGA Handicap System a player is required to record a hole score for a hole not finished, not played, or not played under the Rules of Golf, and to adjust any hole score when it is higher than the maximum number allowed under Equitable Stroke Control.  

Scores in both match play and stroke play shall be posted for handicap purposes.  This includes scores made in match play, multi-ball or team competitions in which players have not completed one or more holes or in which players are requested to pick up when out of contention on a hole.

4-1. Unfinished Holes and Conceded Strokes

If a player starts but does not complete a hole or is conceded a stroke, that player shall record for handicap purposes the score he most likely would have made.  The most likely score consists of the number of strokes already taken plus, in the player’s best judgment, the number of strokes that the player would need to complete the hole from that position more than half the time.  This number may not exceed the player’s Equitable Stroke Control (“ESC”) limit.  The most likely score should be preceded by an “X.”  There is no limit to the number of unfinished holes a player may have in a round provided that failure to finish is not for the purpose of handicap manipulation.

Example:  A and B are playing a match.  On a hole on which neither player receives a handicap stroke,  A has holed out in 4.  B has a 30-foot putt for a 5.  B has lost the hole, and picks up.  He records X-6 on the scorecard because 6 is his most likely score.

Example:  A and B are playing a match.  On a hole on which neither player receives a handicap stroke, A is one foot from the hole, lying 4.  B is 10 feet from the hole, lying 3.  B putts and misses.  The players both concede the putts. Both players must record X-5 because that is the score they most likely would have made.

4-2. Holes Not Played Under the Rules of Golf.

If a player does not play a hole or plays it other than under the Rules of Golf (except for preferred lies), his score for the hole for handicap purposes shall be par plus any handicap strokes he is entitled to receive on the hole.  This hole score, when recorded, should be preceded by an “X.”  (Scores for holes played after the match is over shall be recorded in this manner.)

If 13 or more holes are played, the player shall post an 18-hole score.  If 7-12 holes are played, the player shall post a nine-hole score.  In either case, scores for unplayed holes shall be recorded as par plus any handicap strokes that the player is entitled to receive on the unplayed holes.  

Example:  A and B are playing a match.  The match is over after hole 16 because one player is up by 3.   Even though they may play hole #’s 17 and 18 “in to the house”, for handicap purposes both players will record par plus any handicap strokes allowed on the course being played for holes #17 and #18.  

When competing in match play, you really need to keep track of two scores.  First, you need to keep track of scoring the match, and second, you also need to keep track of the score you will be reporting for handicap purposes after the match is over.  Please remember to mark your scorecard with an “X:” where appropriate as the handicap chairmen will be reviewing your scorecards.

